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ABSTRACT

Feminism tends to be thought as a movement of wame&many feminists absolutely reject the ideall@wang men
into it. However, men can be as opposed to thestigas from which women suffer as women can. Teusinism is

not concerned with a group of people it wants todfé, but with a type of injustice it wants tonsihate.
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INTRODUCTION

One is not born a woman, one becomes one womae.voic (Beauvoir 5)

According to Donna Hurst and Sue Morrow: “FeminisndiSicult to pin down because it is a dynamic, consiyan
changing ideology with many aspects, including the geals the political and the philosophical.” (qtd. @aine 50)
For Charlotte Bunch: “Because feminism is concerngith transforming society, it may well be called
transformational politics.” (Bunch 34). The feminimmbvement, according to Teresa Billington George, sed@ise
recognition of the world upon a basis of sex-equdlityll human relations, a movement which would rejeetry
differentiation between individuals upon the groundsek, would abolish all sex privileges and sex bosdand
would strive to set up the recognition of the comnimmanity of woman and man as the foundation of lad a

custom.” (George 694)

Whatever the description may be feminism is a twalction; it can never be simply a belief systemthfit
action, feminism is merely empty rhetoric. Therefdeminist theory is concerned with matters like thstdry is
concerned with matters like the history of women’s egpion, differential treatment of girls and boys, Mséxual
fantasies, anthropological studies of women, politrnathods and so on.

Feminism is generally thought as a phenomenon of the centowiesver since antiquity against male oppression.
In a study, Women, History and Theory (1984), John Kellyidnilly demonstrates a solid thinking about women. French
feminism goes back even further and identifies Chritiné’idan (1364—-1430) as the first to have held modern feminis
views. She was the first feminist thinker to spark offfiwe-century long debate on woman which came to be known as
qguenelles des femmers. Her immediate aim was to oppesmistreatment of women by exposing the already existing
ideology about women and opposing the prejudice and narrownpatriafchy. Flora Tristan (1803-1844), Jeanne Deroin
(1805-1852), Pauline Roland (1805-1892), Madeliene Pelletier (1874-d3¥Helene Briton (1874-1962) published an
anthology which criticized the existing society and claimedadity for women. They were inspired by the French
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revolution. This helped them to hope for a new civilaa and the transformation of the educational system,hwiimuld

also bring about the establishment of civic rights for women.

In 1972, Mary Wollstonecraft's Vindication of the Righof Women, in 1815 Fanny Burney's The
Wanderer, in 1825 the establishment of a ladies sod@@ the relief of Negro slaves, in 1848 John StuartI'Mil
Principles of Political Economy, further added faelthe fire. The Enfranchisement of Women, publisire 18847
aroused more consciousness amongst women. In 186Bpulilished The Subjection of Women, where he wrot
“The object of this paper is to explain that thenpiple which regulates the existing social relatioesazen the two
sexes the legal subordination of one sex to the athevrong in itself”, and now one of the chief hiadces to
human improvement and that it ought to be replacgd tprinciple of perfect equality, admitting no powar

privilege on the one side nor disability on the oth@Barrett 5)

In 1870 the Married Women’s Property Act gave marriengn in Britain, the right to their own earnings,
and in 1898 term feminist was used in the WestremBeview. After this there was a remarkable awalgaimd in
1850’s and 1860's there was the emergence of ttst Women’s movement in Britain. This movement made a
petition to reform the laws which oppressed marriemmen depriving them of any property. The early fentinis
activists concentrated their attention on the ranfgsecondary education, making higher education adokessind

then on suffrage.

Mid-Nineteenth Century, feminists developed a powkifnage of sexual difference based on praising
womanhood on general and exalting the activities aratacter of particular woman like Florence Nightingale
Elizabeth Fry, Mary Carpenter, Lousia Twining, Ma&@gmerville, and Queen Victoria, as all theses cdigddome

examples for women.

Dale Spender’'s book There's Always been a Women'satent in this Century debates about feminist
activity. With great efforts French Women obtained thght to vote in April 1944. Simone de Beauvoir pshed
The Second Sex in 1949. Later on in 1967, feminisugs Feminism-Masculin-Futur and Feminisme-Mardsm
were formed. Further in 1969, the publication ofotMique Witting’s The Guerrillas further enhancéé movement.

In 1970, Feministes Revolutionaries, a group of raldieminists were formed committed to remove the pattial
order. In 1975, Helene Cixous published the Laughthef Medusa. Betty Fredian's The Feminine Mystique
flourished in the late nineteenth and twentieth sees as the feminine deal.

In Unite States, Declaration of the Rights of Womenitten by Olympede Gouges in 1970, then there was
declaration of the Rights and Sentiments of the Barfealls and after a heated debate the conventoeed to
acknowledge the right of American women to elecfranchise. During the next seventy-two years, onenst bond
uniting three generations of women, believing alorith\ilizabeth Candy Stanton, that only through tkereise of
the franchise they would eradicate the existingalegconomic and social inequalities affecting wom@nly after
the passing of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920,dibeument acquired historic value and became an ingpir
symbol of the feminist movement. In America’s Marddreller had agitated for women’s movement in thelahé
of the nineteenth century and was the first to useténm “Patriarchal Value”. In 1968, Mary Ellmannr$inking

About Women came which was an epoch making workidgaVith women’s issue.
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There are many texts in literature which are now inetgal as feminist. Roman De La Rose is the first overtly
feminist cult, Fanny Burney’s, Evelina George Eliot's THid on the Floss, Austen’s Pride and Prejudice is consiti¢o
be feminist. Richardson’s and Fielding’'s texts are alserpnéted feminist. Ibsen’s A Doll’'s House, Hedda Gabler
Mederedith’'s The Egoist, James The Bostonians, Hard's diedsJude all are now interpreted to be feminist. Emily

Dickinson is considered as a feminist poet as most ghtetries deal with feminine thoughts.

THE DIVERSITIES IN IDEOLOGY OF FEMINISM

Feminist criticism is a part of discourse of thenfeism emerged in Europe and America in the lat@80ls to
receive political and social issues associated witmen’s actual participation in western culture. Tleeihist
criticism is nationally diverse. In America and Englait is homogenous, mostly devoted to close readinthe
text. The Anglo American feminist criticism is muphactical; its emphasis is on a reversionary readef a female
reading of text. The distinction between the Bhtend the American feminism is that the former isoagated with

patriarchy tradition and the latter is concernechveianon formation of literature.

French Revolution, like most of the feminism began witlagical political activity and in the 60’s is become
devoted to theory. The impulse of the theory was provideitpknly by three forces: Marxist Criticism, Psychoaytic
Theory particularly by Jacques Lacan, a French Psychqglogl® Deconstruction Theory by Derrida, a French
Philosopher, the Semiotic Forces of Poland BartherseacRrTheorist found its impulse later on. Feminist criticism
concerned with one major issue of female writer or eiogi feminine. The feminist critics assume that the woiam
biological person, a subject. It is the distinctiveness of amorwhich characterizes the feminist writing. The post
structuralists say that woman is a textual product, a lihgoisstruct; a particular emphasizes feminity, not theobiohl
difference of man and woman but the cultural differefih this concept of female subjectivity which came in&nig
with the interference of structuralism, comes another aspeetdifference dilemma Julia Kristena, a French Theorist
speaks about the difference, studies three stages of femifilnwoman demands equality of excess into the male
symbolic order, Kristena calls this liberal feminisrhexe equality with ale is demanded. The stage where woejacts
the male symbolic order, this is the position of radicalifgsm. The stage where woman and man are in a righhéor
symbolic order, this is metaphysical feminism.

The conservative view is that the differential treatinef woman as a group is not unjust. They admit that
some individual women do suffer hardships. But gu$fering is not a part of the systematic social egpion. They
rationalize the differences between women’s and’sigocial roles in two ways that the female role is mégfior to
that of the male. That the women are inherentlyebetdapted than the men to the traditional femedersle. Writers
who advance such a view range from Rousseau, SchapenhFichte, Nietzsche and Freud convinced on the
inherently unequal abilities of men and women, alhgervatives emphasize that one of the main taskseddttie is
to ensure that the individual performs his or her ddciaction. They argue that social differentiatioatween sexes

is not unjust, since justice not only allows but riegsl treating unequal unequally.

Liberal feminism refers to the tradition expressionJohn Stuart Mill's The Subjection of Women. This
tradition has continued in various moderate groups likeNational Organization for Women, which agitate [&ayal

reform to improve the status of women. Liberal fermmiviews liberation for women as the freedom to detee
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their own social role and to compete with men on &tivat are as equal as possible. The liberal doebelieve that

it is necessary to change the whole social strudtuceder to affect women'’s liberation.

According to classical Marxist Feminist, views thepogssion of women as historically and currently is a
direct result of the institution of private propertConsequently, feminism must be seen as a pad bfoader
struggle to achieve a communist society. Marxistsmare over recognized that women suffer special foohs
oppression to which men are not subject and heincgo far as the oppression is rooted in capitglismmen have

additional reasons to work to remove that economitesys

Radical feminism understands many different formsso€ial oppression in terms of the basic concept of
sexual oppression. It is formulated by such writssTi Grace Atkinson and Shulamith Firestone. Radieminists
deny the liberal claim that the basis of women'’s egpion consists in their lack of political or civil liig. Similarly,
they reject the classical Marxist belief that ballicwomen are oppressed because they live in classtgoinstead,
in what appears to be a regression to conservatiem,radical feminists hold that the roots of the waise
oppression are biological. The origin of women’sjsglion lies in the fact that as a result of the kvesss caused by
child bearing women become dependent on men fosiphly survival. The origin of the family, thus, is arpal
biological factor. The radical feminist believe ththe physical subjection of women by men was histdhycthe
basis form of oppression, before the thought aboiviape property and class relationships that devel@pimvthe
biological family provide a model for understandifithey believe that the role system must be aboliskedn its

biological aspects. The radical feminist conceptiémuman nature is Neo-Freudian.

The multiplicity of approaches and assumptions ieslte movement can lead to conflict and competitibn
can also be the source of vitality and genuine legrnBSuch diversity if fostered as it has been in sdemeinist
thought can be a model for cultural heterogeneity. gingpose of this paper is not to model a single fésnicritical
perspective but to put together, a collection that camallored to fit a number of difficult educationalirposes for

courses in literary and cultural studies.
CONTINENTAL DIVERSITIES IN WOMEN ISSUE

Europe and America gave birth to feminism cradled andditt it up, the European and American variety of feminism is
not only the movement. Within America there is what isecatBlack Feminism”. Toni Morrison is the prominent black
feminist writer. Black Feminism is not only white feriim with black face. On the contrary, it implies legéim issues
which affect the lives of black women, not only in Ameriédrica but wherever blacks and whites co-exist. Black
feminism is the context for the development of black defisexlal political struggles, sexual tensions and conflicts in
terms of black culture as against the white dominartuieil Alice Walker objected to the phrase ‘Black Feminism’

‘Black Feminist’ and substituted ‘Womanism’ and ‘Womanishtheiut the epithet ‘Black’.

‘Womanism’ and ‘Womanish’ have strong roots is black vaors culture. These words can perhaps be
associated with the word ‘Womanish’- a word which klanothers used to describe and to inhibit the strong,
outrageous and out spoken behaviours of their childAdmatever be the origin of these words, they are vesefor
describing the black woman’s situation. While the dsfFeminism’ and ‘Feminist’ are accepted as conmbugy of

the white woman'’s culture.

NAAS Rating: 3.10 — Articles can be sentaditor@impactjournals.us




[ Feminism: The Origin and Development 53

Black feminism is the most dynamic movement to blackl other third world people because it makes it
absolutely essential to examine the way in whicly tine, the way in which they believe in. It calls anguestion the
most basic assumptions about their existence.

In East, there is Asian Feminism. It is not the saamdts American or European counterpart, not thes
same in all parts of Asia. For example, the probt#rmoman in the Muslim World with its tradition of (Bkha’ and

‘Shariyat Laws’ are not the same as those of the wvoim& ommunist China, Buddhist Japan or Secularalnd

In an interview by an Asian woman and an Asian-American woasked whether she believed herself as a
‘feminist’. In reply she said:

“There is feminism where all problems of women dgisty are seen as caused by men. | don’t beliezre m
are the creations of the problems in society. Ibddieve that men and women have to work togethesotee the

problems of the society.” (Fawcett 357)

From the trends the Feminist Movement assumed; @vident that Feminism has its goal gives to every

woman, the opportunity of becoming the best thatrtagural faculties make her capable of. (Fawcet) 35

Till the present day the goals of feminism has nasstically changed. They have only been modified ib su
the needs of modern times. One of the major presentgdais is the liberation of women from the oppressi
shackles of male domination, even in twenty firsttaeyy Jill Johnston declares: “We don’t have anythionglo with

men at all. They have taken excellent care of theresél\(Johnston 166)

Amid the chorus of supporters and admirers of feminthere are occasionally a few discordant nétes.example
Kornegger describes feminism:

“As a many sited monster which cannot be destrdye&ingular decapitation, we spread and grow in svay
that are incomprehensible to the hierarchical méityd' (Kornegger 243)

Elaine Showalter differentiates feminism into th#erent phases: ‘Feminine Phase of Internalizatitre

‘Feminist Phase of Revolt’ and the ‘Female PhasBeif-Discovery and Self-Recovery. (Showalter 36)

To conclude ‘Feminism’ or ‘Feminist’ is an attitudéhich places the female in the centre of life andiesty
based on gender or sexual differences. In a maleirdded works towards the political, economic, gpil and
social equality of women.

FEMINISM AND INDIAN SPIRIT

Feminism is not only a western world experiencet, ibuvas prevalent in India from the time existerzz@me into
being. It is mentioned in the Vedic literature that

Shakti is Mahadevi

Mahadeva is holding Shakti

Their union has resulted in

The Manifestation of the animate and the inaninvateld.

Shiva and Devi are identical

And as inseparable as moonlight is from moon.
(Kataknar 5)
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Men and women have been created together they floerbasis of human existence. An analysis of woman’s
status during the Vedic period reveals that they yegoa position of equality with man in all spher&bey were
given equal opportunities for education. The goddédsarning is Saraswati. Women were eligible for dpana, a
ritual after which boys are considered for getting mear and Bramhacharya means to remain unmarried éorev
According to Sarvanankramanika there were more thamtyvwomen seers or Bramhacharinis who composed the
hymns of Rig Veda. Some historians believe that sombeohymns of Atharva Veda were also composed by vmome
seers .Gargi, Ghosa, Gotha, Vishwavara, Apala, Majtleyndhati and Lilavati were illustrations Vedicomen:

The Kaushitaki Brahmana mention a learned lady Rath
swasti, who travelled all the way to the North oflia to

study the gddess of learing of Vac or the goddédsamning
of Vac or the Goddess of learning for her scholgrsh

(Mujumdar 52)
There is an interesting passage in the SaptasteiesDurga, who is virgin tells the Asuras, who asgito

marry her.

“He who conquers me in battle, he who humbles mggrhe who is my equal in the world, he shall be my
husband.” (Chakravarti 70) Though, in patriarchysitinterpreted that Goddess Durga wanted to be humable

position to man.

Marriage was not compulsory for girls in the Vedic Aget an unmarried person was not eligible to
participate in Vedic sacrifices. Remarriage of widomes allowed and there also prevailed the customibjoga’,
according to which a wife could seek extra marig for concerning a child, in case the husband weapable of
giving her one or had died without giving her one. (thaceptions of Dhrishtrashtra and Pandu, as destiiio the
Mahabharata). Women were free to choose their mdsbad ‘Gandharva Vivah’, a custom in which marriageld
take place in front of God without the interventioh athers, only with the consent of both the partnevas
common. The freedom of women in the Vedic age is eviflestival from the account of the popular festivalled

Samanas where men and women met and mixed freely.

The Vedas think of the wife not only as a joint rubeit also as a queen exercising her sovereignty aler
the members of the household, including her huskzapdrents. “The wife, verily in the home.” says thed¥.
(Majumdar 52). Her intellectual personality is rgoed and she is invited soon after her marriagaddress the
Vidhata, the religious assembly.” (Chakravarti 71heTMahanirvana Tantra says, “A girl should be brdughand
educated with great effort and care.” (French Z8)is shows that even a long after the Vedic age, tuéety in

India insisted for the freedom of the women.

There are certain matrilineal societies in Keralathie South and among Garos and Khasis in the North-
Eastern part of India even today. These providedititatively different social setting for the womenthose areas,
but they have hardly affected the country’'s ethos@ardbe termed only as insignificant exceptions.

In an article published at Manushi ‘Lady Sing thei® where Women Retell the Ramayana’, Nabneeta Dev
Sen has depicted the story of ‘Sita’ from women’snpaif view. After reading the text of Chandrabatili®89, she
discovered that a woman’s Ramayana tells a diftestory. Chandrabati and Molla are the very firstagnized

women to retell the Ramayana in their regional |aggu
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The major themes in the songs are: Sita’s birth, viedding, her adduction, pregnancy, abandonment and
childbearing. These themes obviously have no religisignificance. They do not complain about hard wark
poverty. All the songs complain about neglect andaleof their rights. Now to consider one song, herthistheme
of Sita as the essential orphan describing hepiedt exile, talking to the birds and trees as slsernaone else to
talk to:

Sitabai says,
What kind of a woman am 1?
| was given away to Rama
When | was five years old.
What sort of mother’s love have | got?
Dear Plum tree, dear Babul tree,
Sita is telling you, you the story of her life.
Please listen | was found at the tip of a plough.
How can | have parents?
I was found in a box, in the open field.
(Sen 108)

Feminism has been the subject of writers since aityigHenry Derozio’s The Fakir of Jungheera has
strident feminine stance at the British period. T@utt is one of the distinguished authors in Indiangksh
literature. Her Ancient Ballads and Legends of Hiisdu (1882) attracted the attention of Hinduism. Tingt poem
‘Savitri’ of the ancient Ballads has a feministippeal. It narrates the fortune of the princess Sawitd her
courageous encounter with the God of Death. Then fatbwhe philosophical conversation between Savitri and
death. Savitri states speaking in terms of Vedantitopophy, Yama was greatly pleased with Savitri ardided
her to ask for a boon but the life Satyavan. Oner dlfte other three boons to Savitri but at the bagin he laid down

no condition. Savitri immediately caught the due dedthanded

Let my Satyavan live again
And children unto us be born
Wise, brave and Valiant.
(Dwivedi 73)
The modern women'’s ‘lib’ movement affects an impetdsen the following lines are read with a proper
understanding:

In there far off primeval days
Fair India’s daughter were not pent
In close zenanas

(Dwivedi 73)

That women enjoyed full freedom of movement in ancladta is marvelously mentioned here.
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WOMEN ISSUE IN INDIAN WRITING

The impact of tradition and culture through long sumvivinstitutions and the ideologies woven into thenghminot

have relevance in a Euro-American environment bamtnot be ignored in the Indian context.

There is the issue of female subaltern identity inllvVRaj Anand’s novel The Old Woman and the Cow, the
female protagonist Rosie in Guide by R.K. Narayan. Desai’s Damyanti’s Dilemma. The portrayal of wenrby
male artist must be deficient for, even the most imagve of male writers is by no mean equipped to give
authentic rendering of the female sensibility of Jateere has been a tendency among the women Indieglists
writing in English to share their view. There has egeera group of women novelists who try to give thoein side

of the story from their own point of view.

Women writers of all ages have a natural preferencenfiting about women characters. Such preference
may be a limitation of their creativity. But thignitation does not in any way reduce the importance ofmen
activities. Anita Desai’'s Cry the Peacock, Fire on #euntain, Clear Light of Day Baumgar thesis Bombay,
Nayantara Saghal’s This Time of Morning, Storm in Chgarh, The Day in Shadow, Rich Like Us are femirirst
subject. Kamala Markandaya’s Nectar in an Eve, Sommerl Fury, Possession and Two Virgins are feminist in
subject. Bharti Mukherjee, Shobha De, Mahashmeta Dd@mmon Raison Goswami, Ismat Chugfai, Lakshmi

Lanan, Vasireddi Sita Devi and so on are other wometers who deal with women’s subject.

Shashi Deshpande is one of the few writers who déthl a woman’s problems’ psychological, emotional
without giving them a grandiose name ‘Feminist WigtinShe tries to catch the subtle psychological comipiks of

the individual’s mind. As she self states:

“Innermost feelings come out in my writings. The kiodemotions we know women have, but never comes
out.” (Eve’s Weekly 26).

She writes about tears in things, the little updatdife, the price one has to pay for one’s acutH-se

awareness, the loneliness that becomes more proaduas one gets older and older.

Deshpande’s inclination to writing is due to her fanblhckground. Born in Dharhad, Karnataka, she is the
daughter of the renowned dramatist and Sanskrit sgh8hai Adya Rangacharya. He is known as The Beti@draw
of Karnataka Theatre. His innumerable plays havenbeg&ely published in kannada, English and Sanskrit
Deshpande represents a fact of being detached from Ihiresponse to a question of Vanamala Vishwanatha
says:-

If I should criticize him, | should say he was détad from us. never guided us, May be if he hadctie us

at an early age. | could have done better. Hr nedidrthat.(Literature Alive 8)

At the age of fifteen she went to Bombay and gradbi&tem their in Economics from Elphistone College.
She then gained her law degree from Mysore (Universégdalore). There she topped the list of candidatbet t

final law.

NAAS Rating: 3.10 — Articles can be sentaditor@impactjournals.us




[ Feminism: The Origin and Development 57

REFERENCES:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Asthana, Pratima. Women’s Movement in India. NewhD#&ikas, 1974.

Barrett, Michael. Feminism and The Definition ofltwal Politics. London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1982
Beauvoir, Simone de. The Second Sex. Trans.lINhiegr New York: Alfred Knopf, 1952: rpt VintageoBs) 1989.
Bell, Hooks. Feminism is for Every Body. SBIN:Gareles Books, 2000.

Bellington, Terrissa. Feminism and Politics-The {@réeresa Contemporary Review. Chicago: University
[llions Press, 1911.

Bunch, Charlotte. Lesbianism and the Women’'s Mowemed. Nancy Nyron. Baltimore: Dianna Press,
1976.

Caine, Barbara. English Feminism 1780-1980. Lon@bdord University Press, 1997.
Fawcett, Millicent. The Future of English WomenRAply. New York:Random House, 1956.
French, Marilyn. Beyond Power: On Women, men anda\4or1985 rpt. London: Abacus, 1986.

Hunter. College Women’s Studies Collective: WomedRéslities, Women’s Choices. New York: Oxford

University Press, 1983.

Johnston, Jill. The Comingest Womanifesto. edliBIBitkby etal. Albion. California: Times ChangeeBs, 1973.
Barret, Michael. Feminism and the Definitin of Gukl Politics. London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1982.
Evelyno, Callaghan. Reluctant Voyages into Theor€arribean Women'’s Writing. Kunapipi, 1992.
Fawcett, Millicent. The Future of English WomenRAply. New York: Random House, 1956.
Johnston, Jill. The Comingest Womanifesto. edliBIBitkby etal. Albion. California: Times ChangeeBs, 1973.

Kornegger, Peggy. Anarchism: The Feminist Connected. Howard J. Ehrlich, et. al. London: Routledge
and Kegan Paul, 1979.

Showalter, Elaine. A Literature of their own: Bsti Women Novelists from Bronte to Lessing. Printelth

K. Princeton University Press, 1977.

Asthana, Pratima. Women’s Movement in India. NewhD#&ikas, 1974.

Chakravarti, Uma. Samya Shakti: A Journal of WorseBtudies. July, 1983: 70.

Dwivedi, N. Ed. Ancient Ballads and Legends of ldstdn. Bareilly: Prakash Book Depot, 1976.

Madhavananta, Swami and Ramesh Chandra majumdar. Gdat Women of India. Almora: Advaita
Ashrama, 1965.

Sen, Nabneeta. Lady felt Sing the Blue where WomemrtellR the Ramayana.

http://freefreespeech.org/manushi/108nabneeta.html

Impact Factor(JCC): 4.8397 — This article can bewbploaded fromwww.impactjournals.us







